
 
Trail Guide for Holy Week, beginning March 29: 

 

Have you ever been caught trying to drive from one side of downtown to the other during the 

Flower and Garden Show in April? It is a little more difficult than usual. Have you ever attended 

the show and found yourself immersed in the crowd? So, imagine our annual festival magnified 

100 times or more and you may begin to get a feel for what it was like to be in Jerusalem in the 

1st Century during the Passover. Tens of thousands crowded into the city during the week of 

Passover. People were everywhere. The normal thoroughfares near the Temple would be almost 

impossible to traverse. The “crowds” that have been following Jesus to Jerusalem are now a 

mass of humanity trying to move through the city – and in and out of the city each day. “The 

crowd” is ever present as Luke draws us to the climax of this, his “orderly account” – his EPIC 

story of Jesus. As you read, try to imagine the crowd in the background… never far away. Each 

day draws us closer to the cross. 

We prepare our hearts and minds for Easter as we recall and reflect on the final stage of Jesus’ 

epic earthly ministry during Holy Week! 

 

Sun, 3/28 Luke 19:28-44 – On the first day of the week, Jesus rides into Jerusalem, thus 

fulfilling an ancient prophecy (Zechariah 9.9). Notice who is in “the crowd”. As we walk 

through Holy Week, pay attention to “the crowd” and their responses to Jesus (re: Parable 

of the Sower, Luke 8). 

Mon, 3/29 Luke 19:45-48 – Mark records this occurring on “the next day”. What does this 

encounter tell us about Jesus? How does Luke use this to point to the increasing tension 

between Jesus and the religious leaders?  

Tues, 3/30 Luke 20:1-47 – On Tuesday, Jesus spent the day teaching in the synagogue. As 

you read all or part of this chapter, imagine you are a Jew in Jerusalem to celebrate the 

Passover, and you are standing in the crowd listening, as Jesus, seated, speaks with 

distinctive authority. What message comes through to you most clearly?  

Wed, 3/31 Luke 21:1-38 – With most of each gospel devoted to the final week of Jesus’ 

earthly life, it seems odd that nothing is mentioned about what happened Wednesday. We 

can assume Jesus was teaching (again); or, perhaps he was making preparations for the 

Passover Seder meal. As you picture him again in the Temple, seated, teaching the crowds, 

he focuses his words on warnings. In what ways do you intentionally “watch, and pray…”?   

Thur, 4/1  Luke 22:7-38 – MAUNDY THURSDAY - Jesus and the disciples celebrate the 

Feast of Passover. It typically involved a complete meal with several common elements to 

help tell the story of God “Passing Over” the people of Israel when judgment came to the 

Egyptians. In the context of God’s historic deliverances through history, Jesus announces a 

new deliverance, a new covenant, and a new commandment: “Love one another, as I have 

loved you” (John 13:34). 

Fri, 4/2  Luke 22:66-23:56 – GOOD FRIDAY - Walk with Jesus and his disciples and 

place yourself in the story.  

Sat, 4/3 Easter Vigil – Pray as one who knows the end of the story. Prepare for worship 

tomorrow! It is Easter! Who will you invite to our Easter celebrations? 

  

Easter Sunday 
 6:30 am – Ida Lee Park (past Rust Library), Communion 

 9:00 am – Old Stone Church site, Communion, Egg Hunt 

 10:00 am – Online Worship, Communion 

 11:00 am – LUMC sanctuary, in-person, Communion 

(please pre-register online for worship) 
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