
 
Trail Guide – Week of December 21, 2020 

 

Advent – “I believe in the light…” 
 

Christmas is almost here! Can you feel the joy? Or perhaps you are feeling something else at this moment… perhaps 
you need some of the elusive peace that we speak and sing about this time of year? It is 2020, after all, the year of the 
unexpected and the unprecedented. We’re reminded that peace is not simply a feeling. It is first and last a person – 
Jesus. “For he (Jesus) is our peace…” wrote the Apostle Paul 2000 years ago (Ephesians 2:14). On Christmas Eve, 
we will read again from Isaiah 9, the ancient words: “he will be called… Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). This week, 
instead of scripture readings, I invite you to sing. Sing the songs of the season; sing the songs of the Savior; sing the 
songs that proclaim good news for all and to all. And as you sing, may you know “the peace of God which is beyond 
our understanding” (Philippians 4:7), because you have come to know the Prince of Peace. 
 
Monday 12/21 Hark the Herald Angels Sing  -  by Charles Wesley, John Wesley’s younger brother and the author 
of over 6000 hymns!  
 

Tuesday 12/22 O Little Town of Bethlehem – by Phillips Brooks, an Episcopal preacher from Philadelphia who 
delivered the eulogy at Abraham Lincoln’s funeral. The inspiration for this hymn came while he rode slowly on 
horseback through the streets of Bethlehem on Christmas Eve, 1865.   
 

Wednesday  12/23 Away In a Manger – from an unknown author comes this song beloved by children for its 
simplicity, sung by adults for its message of a Savior who brings peace, joy and hope to our world.  
 

Thursday 12/24 O Come, All Ye Faithful – John Francis Wade, Catholic priest, as an invitation for all Christians to 
come together and worship Christ. He wrote during a time when Protestants and Catholics were at war with each other. 
What a testimony to faith that Christ can and would unite us.  
 

Friday 12/25  Joy to the World – by Isaac Watts, who sought to bring music into the church of his day that was 
both singable and deeply meaningful.  
 

Saturday 12/19 Go Tell It On the Mountain – An African-American spiritual of unknown authorship, it shines with 
the exuberance of faith and witness, inviting all to celebrate the Savior!  

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, PEACE…” – Galatians 5:22 
 
 

During this season of Advent, we are called to reflect the story of God’s redemptive love for all humanity, for all time 
and eternity. The journey continues… with peace! 


