
Trail Guide-Week of November 9, 2020 
 

What an incredible election week! And we’re not done. In a time of heightened political 

partisanship, where have you experienced unexpected love? When and where have you been 

challenged to love? For me, both have come through immediate family. What’s left of my family 

of origin, and significant others who have joined our Wishmyer clan, have no qualms for the 

most part in engaging in sometimes heated discussion. Especially three of us who are brothers. 

Without revealing too much of my past, suffice to say that where once we used head-locks, 

“noogies”, etc. as adolescents, we now use vocabulary that can become intense. So intense our 

wives often leave the room. When my stubborn brothers (not me) refuse to be swayed by 

impeccable logic, “love is patient” becomes a significant challenge!  

But then it’s time for food to be served. We gather the sustenance and find a place at the table or 

on the deck. We bow our heads to lift a prayer of thanks to God. The conversation invariably 

shifts to other topics. At our ages these days, it’s a lot about health. We’re family. Love truly is 

the tie that binds us as significantly as birth. Each is accepted and valued, not because we all 

agree, but because we love one another. Love makes room at the table. Love makes room for 

differences. Love even makes room for disagreement. And love never, ever, diminishes or 

demeans.  

When Bishop Curry writes, “Love is the Way”, he reminds us that even if we don’t think alike, we 

can love alike. And I like that. Practice love this week, especially with family. Including church 

family. 

  

Monday, 11/09 – Galatians 5:22 – What is needed for the fruit of the Spirit to grow in you? 

Through you? 

  

Tuesday, 11/10 – Proverbs 10:12 – How? What is the difference between “covers” and 

“erases”? 

  

Wednesday, 11/11 – Ephesians 4:32 – Reflect on the meaning of forgiveness: what it is… 

what it is not…  

  

Thursday, 11/12 – 1 Thessalonians 5:14 – Love has never been easy... not even in Paul’s 

day.  

  

Friday, 11/13 – Colossians 3:12 – Each day we have a choice – in fact multiple times to 

choose. Just as we put on our physical clothes, we choose what to “wear” spiritually and 

relationally.  

  

Saturday, 11/14 – 1 Corinthians 13:5b-7 – For Sunday… take some time today to reflect on 

this part of chapter 13. What do these words mean to you? How do you, might you, apply them? 

  

The command to love is most transformative when it is most difficult to do. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A5b-7+&version=NIV

