
 
Trail Guide for week of July 11, 2021: 

 
We have examined the nine qualities of the Fruit of the Spirit and ask, “What now? What 
can I do to further cultivate this fruit in my life? What more is needed so that my life can 
reflect more of Jesus?” Our readings for this week will help reinforce for us what God has 
done, what God is doing, what God will do, and what we must do in order to see our lives 
shaped, pruned, trained, formed and conformed to be more like Jesus. At the heart of this 
transformation of our lives is our being – not just our doing. And it is in this center of our 
being that we rely most heavily on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Please pray for me as I pray for you this “Prayer for the Nine” from John Stott: 

Heavenly Father, I pray that this day I may live in your presence and please you more and 

more. Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you. Holy Spirit, 

I pray that this day you will fill me with yourself and cause your fruit to ripen in me:  

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control – 

that I may be more like Christ today, than yesterday. Amen. 
 

Mon, 7/12 2 Peter 1:3 – God has done God’s part. The gift has been given. What then 
is our part? For reflection: “What am I doing to grow in my knowledge of 
God?” Prayer for the 9. 

 
Tue, 7/13 Romans 5:5 –  Again we see the action of God through the Spirit as an 

accomplished fact. What gets in the way of your appropriation of what 
God has given? What enables the flow to continue unrestricted in your 
life?  Prayer for the 9 

 
Wed, 7/14 Ezekiel 36:27-33 –  What words of promise, what words of 

reproach, do you see? It is easier for most of us to see evil in 
the world or even in others. Where do you see evil within? 
What can you do? How has God promised to respond?   
Prayer for the 9 

 
Thu, 7/15 Ephesians 3:16-19 – Write down the words of Paul’s prayer and 

include this prayer as an ongoing part of your devotion to 
Christ. Make this your prayer, as well as a prayer you pray for 
others.   Prayer for the 9 

 
Fri, 7/16 Psalm 95 – What enables you to worship? What different postures 

might you use to express your devotion to God and help you to keep 
your gaze on our savior?  Prayer for the 9 

 
Sat, 7/17 1 Corinthians 3:7  – We close out the week, and our series on the 

Fruit of the Spirit, with a word of assurance and hope. Where and 
how do you pray to experience growth in grace in the near term? 
Long term?  Prayer for the 9  

 
The summit of Christian discipleship, according to Maxie Dunnam, is to become a person “in 
whom Christ is seen to live again.” More like Jesus. May it be, O God.  
 


