
 
Trail Guide for week of June 27, 2021: 

 
Christopher Wright observes, “What Paul is saying with his list of beautiful qualities is this: 
these are the qualities that God will produce in a person’s everyday, ordinary human life 
because the life of God is at work within them… the Spirit of God, which is the Spirit of 
Christ, will make the qualities of the life of Christ grow in a person’s life, so that they 
become more and more like Christ—which is God’s desire for all his children.” 
 
Amazing! God yearns more than you or I to impart the life and character of Christ in each 
and every one of us – the fruit of the Spirit.  
 
“Fruit takes time. Character takes time—a lifetime, in fact… so take the time to study the 
fruit in the orchard of God’s Spirit, and then take the time to let that fruit ripen in your own 
life, through all the time God gives us.” – Christopher Wright, Cultivating the Fruit of the 
Spirit, p. 16 
 
In our readings this week, we turn our focus to the fruit of “goodness” which is often more 
neglected than our other fruit, “kindness”. Think of someone who exemplifies goodness.  
 

Please pray for me as I pray for you this “Prayer for the Nine” from John Stott: 

Heavenly Father, I pray that this day I may live in your presence and please you more and 

more. Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you. Holy Spirit, 

I pray that this day you will fill me with yourself and cause your fruit to ripen in me:  

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control – 

that I may be more like Christ today, than yesterday. Amen. 
 

Mon, 6/28 2 Peter 1:5 –Goodness is a fruit of the Spirit. How do my choices, and my 
effort contribute to this fruit growing in me? Prayer for the 9. 

 
Tue, 6/29 Exodus 33:19 – Goodness is a fruit of the Spirit because it is an 

attribute of God. Where and when have you experienced God’s 
goodness?  Prayer for the 9 

 
Wed, 6/30 Psalm 109:21 –  The fruit of the Spirit cannot be isolated and 

separated from one another. Here, how is God’s goodness 
expressed (at least prayed for)?   Prayer for the 9 

 
Thu, 7/1 Psalm 27:13 – I have always loved this affirmation! Visible. 

Demonstrable. Through whom have you seen the “goodness of 
the Lord”?    Prayer for the 9 

 
Fri, 7/2 Ephesians 5:9 – What “light” does Paul have in mind? How does 

goodness give evidence of this light?  Prayer for the 9 
 

Sat, 7/3 Psalm 23:6  – Interesting… how does goodness and mercy “follow” a 
person? What sort of “trail” are you leaving?  Prayer for the 9  

 
The summit of Christian discipleship, according to Maxie Dunnam, is to become a person “in 
whom Christ is seen to live again.” More like Jesus. May it be, O God.  


