
 
Trail Guide for week of June 13, 2021: 

 
Theologian John Stott firmly believed that being like Jesus – Christlikeness – is the fruit of living one’s life in 
the fulness of the Holy Spirit. This happens, in large part, as one allows the Word of God to take root in our 
hearts and lives, deep root. The parable Jesus told about the different types of soil made this same point.   

“But the ones who received seed on the good ground are those who hear the word and understand it, 
who indeed bear fruit and produce: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” (Matthew 13:23) 

 
Since the scriptures are inspired by the Holy Spirit and “sown” in order to bear fruit in our lives. We read, 
reflect, and are renewed in our thinking – that we may be shaped by God’s Word to be more like Jesus. More 
like Jesus in our loving. More like Jesus in our thinking. More like Jesus in our serving. More like Jesus in the 
joy we express and share with others. More like Jesus in every way possible. The summit of Christian 
discipleship, according to Maxie Dunnam, is to become a person “in whom Christ is seen to live again.” I pray 
that we would be such persons.  
 
Please pray for me as I pray for you this “Prayer for the Nine” from John Stott: 

Heavenly Father, I pray that this day I may live in your presence and please you more and more. Lord 

Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you. Holy Spirit, I pray that this day you 

will fill me with yourself and cause your fruit to ripen in me: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control – 

that I may be more like Christ today, than yesterday. Amen. 
 

Mon, 6/14 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 – There’s a saying, “In order for God’s Word to get in you, you 
need to get into God’s Word.” Prayer for the 9. 

 
Tue, 6/15 Romans 15:10 – (quoted from Deuteronomy  32:43) One reason – and way - for 

joy to grow? A deepening awareness that in Christ, we are part of a family: 
right here, all around the world, stretching back in time, reaching forward to 
the future, here on earth, and all the inhabitants of heaven. Who in our church 
family brings you/models for you joy? Prayer for the 9 

 
Wed, 6/16 Deuteronomy 16:11, 14 – Sharing a meal affords time for conversation, story-

telling, connecting… all reasons for rejoicing. Built into the Jewish faith were 
celebrations, festivals, for expressing praise to God and experiencing joy. 
Share some joy when you sit down to eat – if alone, call or facetime in order 
to bring joy to someone else. ? Prayer for the 9 

 
Thu, 6/17 Habakkuk 3:16-17 – The fruit of Joy may emerge even in difficult times. When, 

despite difficult circumstances, have you experienced joy? Chosen joy?  ? 
Prayer for the 9 

 
Fri, 6/18 Psalm 96:11-13 – Glimpsing the future through the promise of faith – like an engaged 

couple anticipating their wedding – can be “good soil” for joy to emerge. What vision of 
the future has God transported to your present that serves as foundation for joy in 
your life? ? Prayer for the 9 

 
Sat, 6/19 Galatians 5:22-23  – Read these verses. Trust that the divine Gardener is working to 

bring forth this fruit in you – and in others! ? Prayer for the 9  
 
 


